CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Wicked Camper GCT798 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1600234.000 

Medium: 

Vehicle 

Maker: 

The Wicked Cult Limited 

Country of origin: 

New Zealand 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 

Classification: 

Objectionable. 


Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 


None 

None 

16 May 2016 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 


Date of notice of decision: 16 May 2016 
Summary of reasons for decision: 

‘Wicked Camper GCT798’ is a campervan offered for hire by a business known as Wicked 
Campers. These vans are predominantly hired by overseas tourists who travel around New 
Zealand on a limited budget, and are commonly seen throughout New Zealand on roads and at 
backpacker destinations. This van and several others were submitted for classification on behalf 
of the Commissioner of Police under sl3(l)(ab) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). The Classification Office received photographs of the 
images and text that appear on the front, the back and on both sides of the campervan in order 
to be able to examine it for classification. This van has images with a 1950s “beatnik” theme on 
both sides. Text on the back, however, consists of a highly degrading and misogynistic joke that 
includes the name of an extreme sexual practice involving the ritual humiliation of women. 

The campervan is classified as objectionable in its current form. The joke is on the rear of the 
campervan, where it inescapably confronts following vehicles and will therefore be visible to 
children and young people who do not have the maturity or experience to deal with sexual 
material intended for adults, and are likely to be harmed by being confronted with it before they 
are ready. It is unlikely that many viewers will immediately recognise the term used in the joke. 




However, satisfying curiosity as to its meaning requires no more than a quick internet search 
from a smartphone. Parents, who may be highly offended by the material, are likely to find 
themselves unexpectedly having to explain to young viewers a niche fetish that is extremely 
degrading to women. 

The joke evokes comparisons with the adult sexual humour performed by professional 
comedians for adult audiences. However, viewers of ‘Wicked Camper GCT798’ will inevitably 
include children and young people. Such early exposure to knowledge of an extreme sexual 
practice that humiliates and degrades women is likely to have a negative effect on the 
development of attitudes to sexuality, including acceptance of male dominance and female 
submission as the primary sexual paradigm. The text on the back of the van sends a message to 
teenagers that the extreme sexual practice referred to is just a bit of a joke. Young viewers do not 
have the maturity of judgment to recognise the transgressive nature of the material and are likely 
to conclude that misogynistic humour at the expense of women is acceptable, potentially 
increasing the likelihood that young men will view this kind of degrading sexual behaviour as 
normal and that young women will view it as unavoidable. 

In this instance, the Classification Office must balance the rights of the owner against the 
likelihood of injury to the public good. Because of the problematic nature of the text on the back 
of the campervan it is highly likely that viewing the material would have harmful effects on young 
viewers. A restriction has been considered. However, a restriction would have consequences 
beyond the intended effect: the medium makes it impossible to protect children and young 
people without preventing the campervan from being publicly available to anyone. The 
application of any of the available conditions in respect of public display is manifestly 
impracticable. 

In a framework set by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, classification decisions must be 
reasonable and demonstrably justifiable. Freedom of expression entails a certain tolerance for 
adult sexual humour in various media. Films or DVDs, for instance, allow a high level of control 
over the manner and circumstances of viewing, including access. This same agency and control is 
not available when the medium is a campervan designed specifically for public display as a 
business promotion. The protection of children and young teenagers from harmful material is 
paramount in this instance. 

Because of the likelihood of harmful and potentially ongoing effects on young viewers, a 
classification of R18, which would prevent access by children and young teenagers, has been 
considered. However, any lower restriction would in practice amount to a ban as the campervans 
would not be able to be driven on public roads without breaching the terms of the restriction. A 
classification of objectionable, on the other hand, clearly indicates to the owners, law 
enforcement, and the general public that the availability of the campervan is likely to cause injury 
to the public good. 



